BNSF buying engines
that emit less pollution

Railroad’s move
follows news of
EPA’s tougher rules
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Burlington Northern San-
ta Fe Corp., the country’s sec-
ond-=largest Feight railvoad,
announced new efforts Tues-
day to reduee emissions from
its diesel locomaotives,

The Fort Worth-based rail-
road made the announcement
just days after the Environ-
mental  Protection  Apgency
proposed stringent new emis-
sions standards for diesel lo-
comotives, which spew soot
and nitrogren oxides, a keyin-
predientin smog,

“It's very imporlant that
railronds reduce emissions so
that we all have cleaner air”
said Mark Stehly, Burdington

Northern's assistant vice pres-
ident of environment and re-
search development. "We will
work with the EPA to make
sure the regulations ... ean be
achieved. We are supportive of
it.”

Thanks in part Lo state
grants, Lthe railroad is adding
14 ultra-low-emission loco-
maotives made by National
Bitilway Equipment Co. for its
rail yards in Houston and the
Dallas area, It's planning to
by 50 maore.

The locomotives, which
cost about $1.4 million each,
discharge only 10 percent to
20 pereent as much pollution
as  regolar  locomotives,
They're up to 20 pereent more
fuel-efficient, which will save
the railroad money.

Bub they lack the horse-
power  niecessary to haul
freight over long distances.

Tor these kinds of trips,
Burlington Northern is buy-

ing 200 of the new BEvolution
Series locomotives made by
(zeneral Electrie Co. It has al-
veady added 00 to its fleet,

Atacostof 52 million each,
these are the lowest-polluting
long-haul lotomotives in the
.S, Mr Stehly said They
generate only athird as much
nitrogen oxide as regular loco-
motives, but that wont be
enough to meet the proposed
new EPAstandards,

Burlinglon Northern will
need to modify the engines
and eventually add devices to
clean their exhaust.

The railroad has been ret-
rofithing its locomotives that
were buill atter 1973 with kits
that reduce emissions of nitro-
en oxides by a third,

Ahout 2,000 locomotives
have undergone the retrofit-
ting, with 2,000 more to go.
Burlington. Northern main-
tains o fleet of 6,600 locomo-
tives,
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Fort Worth-based Burlington Northern is adding 14 ultra-low-emission loco-
motives made by National Railway Equipment to its Houston and Dallas rail yards.



